
CARRYING a chip on your shoulder is
all right if you can get away with it.
But when there is always somebodv

around ready to knock it off, it is another
thing. There is always at least one of eaeh
sort in the Balkans. It is like Tweedlcdum
and Tweedledec:
"Of eooraa you agree to have a battle?

Tweedledum said.
"I suppose so," the other sulkily replied, ts

he crawled out of the umbrella; "only she
must help us dress up, you know."

In the Balkana "She" meaaa Europe. Poor
old Europe has taken it upon herself to dress
up the Halkans so many titaea thal to tabulate
them is wearisome. Every time that she has
Ifldd to any one of her pav. ,is down there,
"Now, you're all hur.ky dory.run along and
play," there hai been some one to break it up.

You can fix the Balkans up all hunky dory,
but they won't stay- either hunk or dory.
There was the great Bulgarian kingdom at

the end of the eleventh century, strotching from
the Daaahe to the jEgoaa Sea ar.d from the
Black Sea to the Albanian mountains. A
wicked Greek king surrounded 1 T.,000 soldiers,
blinded all but one in eaeh 100 and sent thom
back to their old king, who was so affected that
he died of a hroken heart.

IN THE BALKAN THEATRE OF
WAR ONE NEVER KNOWS WHO

WILL PLAY THE LEAD.

The Serblan empire, covering a large part
of the former Bulgarian one, came to a sad enJ
in 1889, when Sultan Amurath I ilefeated them
at the Battle of Kossovo in the famous "Field of
Blackbirds." Nemesis came to the Turk in

11112, when the little Balkan Allies, eaeh
hating the other, combined for long
enough to drive him out of Europe. The

Bulgarian swallowed the same dose a

few months later. when the Serb and
Greek attacked him and, with the Turk,
retook moat of his gains from the First Bal¬
kan War. In the autumn of 1915. when the
whole of Europe was at war because of an

alleged St-rbian murder of an Austrian arch-
duko, Balgaria joiaed the Central Poarera and
eaaaad the great Serbian hegira over the

snowy hills of Albania. Now, just a year later,
i.ftcr her triumphant restoration of the ancient

kingdom, Bu'garia stands almost deserted by
her Central Allies, facing a superior army of

french and EagUah on the south, the terrible
Cossack and the uncertain Rumanian on the
north and the jealous Italian just over the
divide al Elbaaaan, in Albaaia. There k al¬

ways a threat in the Balkana, with a con-

BJderable degree of fulfilment.
But to come to current hktory. After the

disorgani/.ed Serbian army had luckily driven
the invading Austrian out of her kingdom in

1914, the Goddess of Retribution, called Neme¬
sis. sent the spotted typhus and killed her sol¬

diers and civilians by the thousand. About the

same time the English and French smuggled a

battery and some soldiers in civilian clothes
through Salonica, placing them at Belgradefor
protection from the Austrian army at Semlin,
over the Save River. Every nation that could
gather them together sent a "mission" over to

rid Serbia of typhus. It was like another in-

vasion. but they did some good sanitary work,
ar.d with the warm weather the plague dis-

ap-'eared. Serbia was clean and healthful

again; she had the promise of the Allies thtt

she should be protected, and she had an agree¬

ment with Greece, in case Bulgaria, the dark

enemy on the east, ever attacked. Also, she

had a tentative trcaty with Rumania to the
same effect.
Wihh theaa precautions Serbia felt safc-

guarded and confident. The batteries cx-

changed their half-dozen random shots a day
across the Danube and Save, while the Eng¬
lish major at Belgrade never failed, bombard-
ment or quiet, to take his tea at the Ameriean

Hospital. The officials commandeered Amer¬

iean relief automobiles for joy rides under

the plea of steing if the eorn was ripe. The

colonel in charge of one expediticn asked the

Ameriean leader to bring his wife to Nkh frr m

her summer home at a bathing place. There
waa no gasolene, and the colonel agreed to

furnish it from the govcrnment stores in re¬

turn far the favor. Four days later the Col-
onel's aid approached tho Ameriean camp with

a note:

'GREATER SERBIA'S DREAM of
EMPIRE. WHICH "WENT BY
CONTRARIES," AS DREAMS

OFTEN DO.

"Would the Ameriean leader plcase to take

the wife away again?" He did, and that was

the beginning of a siege for jitney service.
With the Serb confidfrice iru-ans the end of all

caution, and he placed the chip on his should'-r

again. Some vague powa* in a vague som«-

arhera had made ?.n equally vague promise that

no harm aBOVld come to him, and that was

rh for his mercurial temperamcrt. Pro-
l al chauvinists bfgan to talk again of
the "Greater Serbia" afttf the war. There
was a deaira to mcet the G.'rman and drive him

ba"k as the Austrian had been driven. Bul¬
garia should be crushed from th" enrth again.

i wis to ba the Poorar of the Balkan;.
So the 8erl inn endmgs were suhstituted for
:'t <. BalgariaB oncs in the names of Macfdonian

r.;," <. of women in ofli-
ria! eircka of Nuth goaedpod of the hardship'<
irr.f.'' <. v .ramped liviaff condi'io:.'. So they

r 200,000 yoldicrs--probablv
more than they hai aftr-r the wiriter eam-

.an and the ravagOfl
of typr/j and livad in smug self-content all
the summer of 1918. .

To bl nn there were frequent rumers of a

large German army north of Belgrade, but U

waa never ' akrr It would take half
iaatroy tha IOOjOM

and baeaJea taea ; * aal a of the Al¬

lies, nor | ;,<;,/ of thr Greek ar.-l Rumanian.
Th'-y well iBiaamharail that Balgark wo fai
from aal vfltfe tha 1 reetj ad Badu
aad thal ahe still talked bitterly of "Sar.

^ty fuajt preeodiag the ihth

Treaty of Berlin, by whi^h :->,<¦ had roritrol if
Niah, Pfrot ar.d adjar'-nt. proviaeea. F.r

diploaaaey proarieed to pratetH BorMa fr'-m

that, aad r*be VI
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GETTING HUNK IN THE BALKANS
Cartonnh, BOARDM^N ROMNSON

By L. L. LITTLE

Late in September, unable to get passes, I
went without them to Vichegrad, a little town
in the e<h;e of Bosr.ia, 200 miles northwest of
Nish. When I asked the eaptain for permis-
6ion to spend the night in the trenches he said:
"You will see nothing. It is going to rain.

BeaJdea that we fought last night.four shrap-
nel and three mortars."
That was military Serbia.
About the same time I met a little Serbian

nurse in a field hospital, always eating.
Laughed at for her habit, she said:
"My motto: Eat while you can, for you never

know what God will provide for your belly
to-morrow."
That was civilian Serbia.

THE ALLIES, LIKE THE BROTHER
OF MRS. BLUEBEARD, WOULD

SURELY COME IN TIME
On Oetoher -1 an aeroplana appeared at N'ish

from the north, killed six civilian?, iwerved
eastward and apent the night in Sofia. The
censor gave me permission to rend a cable
about it, and I aaked the Berbian Press Bu¬
reau for certain facta abc.it ihe raid.
"What raid?" asked the rhief.
When I explained he said
"We know- nothing about it. and we shall

not until the Presa Bureau at Kraguyevata
sends us word."
That wai official Serbia.
Two dayi later tbe Germani attacked fierce-

ly in twenty places along the Danube, Save
and Drina rivers.north and west. They
crossed and the Serbs retreated. Most of the
soldiery had been sent to the Kast where the
eternal Bulgarian enemy was mobiliziag.
Rather they were on the way. Just at the
moment that the greatest possible number wis.

italled in ita weary journey from Bosnia to

Bulgaria there was war all along the eastern

frontier. But the Allies were landiag at

Salonica. Aid was eee&iag as promised. Nish
was decorated gaudily by Austrian prisoner3
for the reception of the French, alrcady re-

ported as entraining. But one dark night five
KiaaelKar track* baeked up to the Foreign
Office and took away the records. Still, the
hope held. Besidcs, there were still the Greeks
and Rumaniana. Then Venixeloa retlgned a3

Prime Minieter of Greeee, and Serbia wai
told that the Greek would fight the Bulgar if
he eame alone; not if he eame with the Ger¬
man and Austrian. Even at that the Minister
of War t/-ok time to WTitfl me a special per-
mit to photOgraph the detraining French at

Nish. The Allies would certainly come in
time. Children stopped their homely street

gamea to wave the tricolor wildly in the streets,
hnitatmg the fcith of their elders. Returning
wounded to'.d in N'ish that the German flrould
not fight.
"When we take a Btrong position," they rom-

plained, "the German goea around."
Balkan gucrilla warfara would not suffice

against the Teuton. Cannon were scarce in
the Balkans, and must ba saved at all cost.
Rear guard infantry fought against advanc-
ing artillery. General Gievchevitch, of the
Army in Defence of Belgrade, had as his

proudeat boaat that he had never lost a gun.
He hadn't, but they were all ahead of his re-

treating forces.

Serbian wounded from the Bulgarian front
made another sort of complaint against the
Bulgars!
"IF THE ALLIES WOULD ONLY

COME," BUT THE BULGARS
AND THE GERMANS

CAME INSTEAD.

"They fight like. devils. We can beat men

but not demons." It was the vaunted bayonci
fighting that drove them baek on that front.
As in 1886, the tcrrible Bulgarian cry, "Na

pret, na no?h," or "On with the knife," was

sufficient to move the Serb baek to a now

position.
It il only fair to say that the Serb fought

valiantly and did tcrrible damage until forced
to take his first step backward.

"If the Allies wouid only come!" was the
offlelal cry in Nish, immediately voiced by the
maaaea. "If the Allies WOUld only come!"

But the Bulgars alipped BCroai the hills at

Vranya south of Nish. eul the railway line
and destroyed the bridge. The Allies wou'.l

never come now, and black despair replaeod
the pride of the summer. There lies the real
tragedy of Serbia- the loss of faith in herself
threugh loss of faith in the Allies. Another
band of Bu'gars eame across the hills north of
Nish. Pirot, an almost impregnable pass on the
east between the two invading maiauders, was

threatened on both flanks, and they must with-
draw to Nish. Delay meant being BUlTOUnded.
Id that it was typical of some part of the Serb-
ian army continuously. A bad break anywhere
meant annihilation. So they a!l retreated, and
retreat means defeat with them. After that
it was a funeral dirge for the Serb, while
for the invaders it became a triumphal march.
The lines of German, Austrian and Bul¬

garian constcntly converged. The free Second
Bulgarian army to the south had little trouble
with the Allies from Salonica, for they eame

too lat.e to prepare real re istanco. The Allies
withdrew into "neutral" Gree.-e.and the Serbs
ieft a fro/.en and starvc<l soldier every 500

yards for fifty milea in the canyon of the
[bar The "Hunky Dory Spotleaa Land" of

Serbia had become the former home of the
now Wandering Slav.

Bulgaria was greeted all along the line with
cheers and flowers. The first KOUta to enter

Nish reaembled travelling when they
reaehed the centre of town. Women and chil-
dren ran into the atreeta to kisa their hand.;,
their dirty elothee, and to ihower them wita
chrysanthemums. ln Scoplye bands of gj osies

I
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and Turks harricd the retreating Serbs from
behind typhus gravestones with stolen rifles,
and then joined the Bulgars as irregulars.
W<?st of Scoplye, in the neighborhood of Tet-
ovo, where for a month previously fires on

the hillsides had shown the last of Albanian
villagai burned by Serbian comitadjes, the
population was not averse to a new ruler, no

matter who. Far to the south of Macedonh,
where the population is admittedly largely
Bulgarian. hundreds of deserters from tha
Serb army were identified by Mayor or priest,
and turned into Bulgarian gendarmes. The
old nation was reestablished; San Stefanska
and Bucharest were avenged. There, how-
ever. it halted. Although Bulgaria hates anj
despises Franee, she loves England. To Rus-
sia she owes her freedom from the TurK.
Anyhow, she stopped to think over her
triumph. Tutored by the Allies in diplomacy
as well as in military matters, she had drawn
a lesson from England and refused to say
whether she would fight until the time was

more than ripe. "Russia is so good-natured,"
the Bulgars say, "that she will forget it h
ten years." England had already offered he;
a division of Macedonia.perhaps she could.
be bought off later. At least, Macedonia wa»

hers.

BULGARIA'S POSITION TO-DAY IS
SIMILAR TO SERBIA'S ONE

YEAR AGO.

Railroads were rebuilt. Russian prisomri
made new roads and repaired the old ones.

During the winter civil government was estab-
lished. The names which Serbia had ehangid
to the "vitch" ending were changed baek .0

"off," "eff" or "ov." The underground church
at Scoplye, disputed between Serb and Bulgar
for 600 years, had a Bulgarian ptieft installed,
and the pillars were painted with bfight rei,
green and white so that they resembled barber
poles, but they proved the nationality. Quar-
ters were established where peasants might
prescnt their claims for goods contU-ated by
Austrians, Bulgars and Germans. and g^
money in return. These I saw, and they might
be called good.but money in a marauded land
where there is nothing to buy gives little re-

lief. The Germans found other needful placei
for their soldiers.Galicia and Verdun Auv
tria withdrew many of her men to Italy. Bul-
garia was left with a more than doubled arv>a

to be protected and no additional forces.

Worse than this, Russia went south in thi
Caucasus, and Turkish forces held ia t**J*m
against the Salonica threat were needed e!se-
where. Forces at Salonica mounted by tho
thousands. Italy still retained a port and per¬

haps 100,000 men in Albania. Baaahl !'<'cam»

unmanageable again in Galicia, and the Ri-
manian again was restless. Bulgaria is s.iper-
stitious, and she well remembers how aha was

surrounded by hostile forces in the second
Balkan war; brought to her knees, in fact.
Careful introspection will remind her that her
present condition is identical with that of Ser-
bia a year ago. Rumania and Russia to thi
north, brench and English to the south, wita

Itaiy on the west; her own allies extremely
busy somewhere else.

"THERE'S A CRY FROM MACE¬
DONIA. COME AND HELP US."
STILL HOLDS TRUE IN

THE BALKANS.

She has this to her advantage, however,
which Serbia did not have. The Allied
army will find its forces constantly diverg-
ing insteadof converging, as was the ca.-<-with
the Austro-German-Bulgar invasion of a yeir
ago. From the south the Allies must go in «t
[eaat three diroctions. Mainly r.Olth aion?
the Vardar River and the railroad
up the Struma Valley towards Kustcridil anl
Sofia on the east, and into the Praaba sea

basin and Monastir over a divide to tha BfflBl
of the main attack. Thousands of Faaaaal
prisoners have changed the traditional rr.or.si
roads of Serbia into military roads paved with
rock taken from the hillsides. Although the
Verdun attack had begun, there were forty
huge mortars lying idly in a village juat south
of Nish when I left the Rulgarians in the
spring. There were forty German motor trudfl
working between Veles and Monastir, with
twice that number lined up in German pre-
cision in the market places of Nish. Rum>r
had it that the Germans were building a rail¬
road from the main line across the 100 kil>
metres to Monastir. Certain it is that after
making arrar.L-'ments to send a party 0.

Americans out along this route they sudienlf
changed their minds and had them go the
longer, harder way over^Babuna Pass to Vele*.
Scoplye was filled to overflowing with military
goods of all de.-eriptions, being loaded for shi?-
ment southward, where 50,000 Germans laf
awaitmg the probab'.e main attack of the Sa¬
lonica Allies. 0:i their flanks lay the two Bul¬
garian unnics. O.ar Feniir.am!. able Hua"
garian imitator of Louia Napoleon III. wai

touring tha COUUtry in automobile, as were hii
two sons, the CroWB Prince and his \.ung^r
brother, attending church. meeting the peopl*
"restored" to their own "Mother Count ry,"anJ
being covcred with honors by the Ka:>er at

the famous conference of Nish. Two famous
physicians from Vienna and Birlin, who haa
been attending Klng «'< netaattae of Greaaaj
eame Yross-courtry to Monastir. aMCompaaha
by a man in ci. ;!ian c'.oti.es who appcared ti

mes' that night in the uniform of the Taeual
Jager. Spies constantly crossed the bordf
into Greece, bringing anything you wished,
from kttersto beer. out of Salonica. The h**>
trian Cor.sul at Monastir had an Atheni
paper only two days old.
"How is it p 'ssi'tde?" he was asked.
"Portching," he answered laconicaliy in p«'*

feet Englieh. "Why am I Consul if I e**1
poai'h."'
Some laga is reputed to have ob-erved tha»

the flflilla of the g4.4ls grind slowly. with a ta|
nddad aaying that tha reault is exeeedkat
fine. The Bihlleal call of "Come over in?*

Ilaeadoala aml heip us" has rang down thi

¦gaa and Btill ringa. Always there is fotoe
ri &dy to answor, "Now you're hunkj

dory."
Bul Bdmehoe the Balkans refuse to ita?

"hunked."


